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How to Install a Downspout Diverter 

 Set the rain barrel in place by a guttering downspout.   Make sure the rain barrel is level and 
secure.   

 Mark the downspout at the level of the barrel top.  Measure 3 inches down from the first 
measurement on the downspout and make a second mark.   

 Using a hack saw, dremmel tool, or tin snippers, remove the 3 inch section of downspout within 
the marks.   

 Insert the rubber grommet into the hole in the diverter that will be closest to the barrel.  Place 
the rubber plug in the opposite hole. 

 Slip the square portion of the downspout diverter up into the upper portion of the cut 
downspout and maneuver the lower pipe on the diverter onto the lower portion of the 
downspout.  Sometimes it is necessary to loosen the downspout securing straps to complete 
this action.   

 If you choose to secure the diverter to the side of the house, make marks on the house through 
the keyholes found on the back of the diverter.  Remove the diverter.  Use the appropriate 
fasteners for the house siding material and secure to the wall.  Replace the diverter and slip the 
keyholes on the fasteners. 

 Attach a flexible ¾ (outside diameter) hose into the grommet on the diverter.  The hose will be a 
very tight fit; lubrication may be necessary. 

 Cut the hose to length and insert it into the rain barrel.   
 
 
 
Important:  For this system to operate properly, the grommet on the diverter should be only 
slightly higher (1 inch) than the intake grommet on the barrel.  The above instructions are for 
Catch the Rain barrels. 
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